1 gadl (5 ALY da¥ dllanall mdi A g AN Jhagll
dillaall pd 2 gl A Jh
Bigad 5 dia Ay
adila g dmad) Gl gy Aa /2
Lt al s A al) Al acdy o ad) Y] (i yia
Lty daala — oy Al

rCanl) adla

A b el il b gl Aaadd A lie ) Cond) 138 ey
(ol el V) 8 sl i Ol sgdal 1S s Lia sy o el
aalh G pe N o = dalall el O laalie dm b e Ganall Gl
Ot Alee dpanl g Al )3 @by o g skt 4 palhal) ailalun g g sadl
Ot Pl LA e Dbl 028 85 o man s sasa s pe Gl £l ia
A sleal) 30N A kil g A o gl Cg ool il 5 Ao jdll &y el

Lty S amy Sl Clai L 580 (ot Y e 5] &y My
cia L aie Al S5 dlea 331k aled sai pmny b o ailule &Y
Sl LBl 2gaa slath Aduld s Al dad 3anadl

bl s Lo il o s gial (g all Y1 ) J¥) Giagal) cls
3 Sl all 5 jalkay aday ) Aglaa po o opall SE G 5l0 LS gl i
o—alic Ll by g tudll Ay Jidad (AN Gaal) oo 5 ddalall 43
o kil s Csandl s o Jaaill 5 o sbulall Unall) s lalgl) :led 3l slulal
onlaal) 3 slale Apasd (il e Jead A A skl cilend) 1
Sl all 45018

— ot il Ay — el — ol il Jhadl ):dalida) clalsl)
(dalad) el

Y 48 & gay Adaa D —— Y4y




Al gl Soad) Chau gy A /2
The Tragic Hero in ulik Poetry
Al-Shanfara’s Lamiyyat al-Arab as a Paradigm
Abstract:

This study undertakes a critical exploration of al-Shanfara’s
celebrated poem Lamiyyat al-‘Arab, interpreting it as one of the
earliest manifestations of the tragic hero within the corpus of classical
Arabic literature. The research proceeds from the hypothesis that pre-
Islamic poetry—despite its ostensibly rudimentary and Bedouin
character—harbors profound dramatic and tragic structures that
articulate the existential struggle of the individual against both fate
and social constraints. Such structures emerge in the dialectical
tension between personal freedom and communal exclusion, as well as
between heightened self-awareness and the rigid codes of tribal
collectivism.

The selection of Lamiyyat al-‘Arab rests upon its integrity as a
text that presents a hero who not only perceives the inevitability of his
own tragedy with rare lucidity, but also embraces his fate with defiant
will and indomitable dignity. This renders the poem a work of
enduring literary and philosophical significance, one that transcends
the contingencies of its historical milieu.

The first chapter delineates the theoretical framework of
tragedy and the tragic hero as formulated in the Western intellectual
tradition, while situating these concepts within the context of su‘liok
poetry in pre-Islamic Arabia. The second chapter turns to a close
textual analysis of al-Shanfara’s Lamiyyat al-‘Arab, tracing its tragic
dimensions through elements such as hamartia (fatal error), peripeteia
(reversal), grandeur, and catharsis. The analysis highlights the heroic
qualities that elevate al-Shanfara to the status of a genuinely tragic
figure, thereby aligning his poetic persona with the canonical
paradigms of classical tragedy.

Keywords: Tragic Hero — Su‘lik Poetry — Al-Shanfara’s
Lamiyyat al-‘Arab — Pre-Islamic Literature.
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